
(         )

(         )

Zine 
Assembly  
Guide

outcast places a special focus on accessibility. 

We understand the value of a physical, or more 

intimate experience with a zine, so we’ve provided 

the following printing & assembly instructions so 

any issue can be re-created at home.

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3

STEP 4

STEP 5

print settings

+ double-sided

+ flip on short edge

+ do not scale 

CHOOSE YOUR PAPER STOCK

BINDING OPTIONS

PRINTING

FOLDING

BINDING

Copy Paper

Stapling

Print from PDF

Stacking Pages

Stapling

Stitch Binding

Bright White

Stitch Binding

Colored Paper

No Binding

Copy paper is the cheapest option and the best for everyday use. The ink 

dries quickly on copy paper and it will be easiest to bind and least likely 

to smudge.

Stapling is recommended because it is the sturdiest of all binding options. 
Issues of outcast tend to be more than 30 pages, making them too thick 
to comfortably stitch bind.

First download the pdf to your computer from the outcast website. Just 
click “print issue” under the one you desire to print and the pdf will open 
in a new window. Go to File > Print in the menu and be sure the print set-
tings to the right are selected in your print dialogue window.

The cover is the first page but you will need to print it separately, so first 
print pages 2–23, double-sided, then go back and  print page 1, which is 
the cover.

Notice that the order of pages is not what your brain is likely to expect,  
specially if you haven’t done this before. The example below shows how 
to fold 4 separate sheets folio-style, to produce a 16-page zine. Continue 
this pattern with the number of pages in each particular issue.

Lastly, add the cover to the front of your pile.

Once the pages are organized in the order shown aove, lay them flat 
and staple vertically along the spine in three places, marked with an 
“x” in the diagram below.

Once the pages are organized in the order shown aove, lay them flat 
and staple vertically along the spine in three places, marked with an 
“x” in the diagram.

Bright white paper is designed to make black text and other colors stand 

out on the page. It will give you a better color and photo quality than what 

you would get with copy paper.

If you don’t have a stapler handy but have a needle and thread and awl or 
somthing sharp, stitch binding could be your best option. Depending on the 
number of pages in the issue you are printing you may have a tough time 
poking holes through the pages but it’s a good alternative to staple binding.

If printing a black and white copy of the zine, consider using colored paper 

to enhance overall experience. Print the whole thing on your favorite color or 

mix up the pages— just make sure the paper you choose is compatible with 

your printer.

If you’re at a loss for materials but still want a printed copy of outcast 
you can always print and fold the pages and stack them inside each other 
according to the instructions below. They won’t be attached but they can 
still be easily flipped through.

+ cheapest 

+ ink dries quickly

+ easiest to bind

+ better color

+ better photo quality

+ enhance b&w copies

fold

fold each page in half 
vertically

stack

odd numbers should align 
to one side and even to 
the other

indicates the back 
of each page

indicates direction  
of needle

1

2

3

5

7

16

14

12

10

(front)(back )

15

13

11

9

4

6

8

REQUIRES A STAPLER 
& STAPLES 

REQUIRES A NEEDLE,  
THREAD, and awl

punch holes

make three holes on the 
spine with the awl

start from the 
inside of the book 
and bring needle 
up throuth hole 2.

leave a trail 
of thread inside.

push the needle 
through an end 
hole to the inside.

from the inside, 
push the needle 
out through the 
last hole.

pull the needle 
back through the 
middle stitch from 
outside the book.

tie and overhand 
knot and trim the 
ends.
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